mes th 


= 


I te a ee NY er ee Re ee eee 0 RRs. eer 


| | O | 
a Official Organ of Motor Transport and Allied Workers Industrial Union Local 544-CIO Mi [ minwesora | * 
MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE: 1328 SECOND STREET NORTH oo GAL I n 


1, NO. 14 MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1941 


assen’s Tool Blair Sells Out to Gamble-Robinson 


au} 


As Unpurcuiasable 544-CIO Leaders Go on Trial 


rooked Conciliator Rewarded by Labor-Hating Bosses | 
For Denying Drivers the Right to Choose Own Union | 


edition’ TrialOp ens Monday Tobin Pays Off Stassen 
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Blair Now Openly Represents | 
Worst Anti-Union Employers 


4 
| cs 
H As Judas got his thirty pieces of silver from the Roman overlords, so was State 
One of the greatest labor trials in history will begin Monday morning at ten o’clock encil; z i “ 
courtroom on the fourth floor of the federal building in Minneapolis. -aeid i. eNO NAO CAE Oe em ce me eee ee 
Twenty-eight defendants—including among them fifteen leaders and members of Blair has been appointed to a high-paid post in the managerial staff of the Pa- 
544-Cl0, and the national leaders of the Socialist Workers Party — will be de- cific Fruit Company of Seattle and its sister corporation, the Gamble-Robinson Com- ™ 


in themselves against the first peacetime “sedition” prosecution since 1798. 


Whatever the immediate outcome of this trial, it is clearly destined to play a sig- 
nt role in the struggle of the labor movement against the reactionary consequences 
» Roosevelt administration war program. All honest observers agree that the de- 
nts are being prosecuted for their anti-war beliefs and their militant defense of 

pe pati G ant eta pias ae) 


re Who Are the 


Defendants 


pany of Minneapolis. 

The post he was appointed to is characteristic of this betrayer. He is the “labor 
relations expert” of the two labor-hating corporations — a high-sounding title which 
means, in plain English, that his job is to protect the profits of these two corporations 
against the demands of the workers and their unions. 
Blair’s duties consist mainly of representing these cor- 
porations in all negotiations with the unions. 
A Traitor’s Post 

Every trade unionist understands what a corporation 
‘Jabor relations expert” is and that only a traitor to the 
labor movement would hold such a post. But Blair’s 
treachery to the labor movement did not begin when he 
| took this corporation post. This new job is simply one 
| of the rewards he is getting from the bosses for his 
‘crooked and anti-labor role as State Labor Conciliator, 
|when he denied the Minneapolis motor transport wurkers 
ithe right to elections and certified without elections To- 
bin’s Local “544”-AFL as the union in the industry. 

Blair showed himself to be a Judas to the labor 
movement, not this week, or last month when he ruled 


BOUGHT! 


ted against the 28 ae! 
nts. They are feeling | 
hole weight of the fed-. 
overnment, which instigated 
osecution to aid warmonger 
against the anti-war forces| 
CIO. The boss press of! 
tion is calling for a convic-| 
voicing the desires of the | 
capitalist class. Abandon-| ing in Minneapolis, twenty-eight men 
I the elementary principles| trial by the fe 
bor solidarity, the top AFL 
jucracy is openly backing the 
ution. 


Next Monday morning on the fourth floor of the Federal build- 


and women will be brought to 
deral government on charges of ‘‘sedition.” 

Each of the twenty-eight is distinguished by unshakable devotion 
to the interests of all workingmen and women. 

The HONOR ROLL of the defendants follows: 


h are JAMES P. CANNON (New York)—In his thirty years of active 


the forces arrayed | 


the 
dants do not stand alone. 
apolis working class, 
p the defendants best, 


The 


utors. Likewise the militant 
of the CIO have shown by| 
financial and moral support | 
ocal 544-CIO against the} 
velt-Tobin onslaught, that | 


are awakening to full real- | 
m of what: this trial means. 
despite the Tobins, every real 
fion-loyal worker in the AFL| 
that it is his elass which is 
persecuted in that Minne- 
eourtroom. 


The forces arrayed against 
defendants are great. But 
fore the repercussions of 
is trial are over, the prose- 
ion will know to its dis- 
y that the great masses of 
American working class 


in completa solidarity 
h the 28 defendants. 
fady the prosecution has 


sharply denounced as a seri- | 


eareat to civil liberties and} 
brs’ rights -by the national 
Labor’s Non-Partisan League, 
Inited Auto Workers, the 
ican Civil Liberties Union, 
CIO councils in various 


» such liberal publications as 


But this is only the begin- 
declares the Civil Rights 
Committee which in 
of the nation 
rt for the defendants. 


et 


riet Attorney Victor Ander- 
an adequate symbol of the 
Onary nature of the prose- 

Minneapolis workers will | 
ber him as the prosecutor 
WPA strikers. Indicating 
direct interest of official 
imgton in pushing this case, 
nt U. S. Attorney General 
Sehweinhaut has been sent 
to handle the case with An- 


attorneys for the . defen- 
inelude Gilbert Carlson, 
Shama and Arthur LeSueur 
nneapolis; Meyer Myers of 
t and Albert Goldman of 
ork, who is himself one of 
fendants. 


every worker under- 
the historic significance 
the working class of this 
in the Minneapoli« 
om. Let every worker 
it—and mobilize for 
support of the defendants. 
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other stories on trial, 
Sages 2 and 3) 


one 
\ 
~~ 
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defendants But the| 
which |} 


stands | 
with the 28 against their| 


IO workers throughout the! 


Nation, The New Republic, | 


De- | 
every | 
mobilizing | 


service in the workers’ movement he has become nationally known as 
a iabor and strike leader. One of labor’s great orators. National 
| Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party, and today anti-war candi- 
date for mayor of New York City. 

GRACE CARLSON (St. Paul}—Dr. Carlson received 8,000 votes 
last fall when she ran for United States Senator from Minnesota, on 
the Trotskyist Anti-War Party ticket. Minnesota organizer for the 
| Socialist Workers Party. 

JAKE COOPER (Minneapolis)—Militant driver, member of Lo- 
cal 544-CI0. 

OSCAR COOVER (Minneapolis)—For thirty years a member of 
organized labor. Minneapolis secretary of the Socialist Workers Party. 

HARRY DeBOER (Minneapolis)—-One of the leaders of the 
| Strike Committee of 100 in the great 1934 drivers’ strikes. Active 
in organizing over-road drivers throughout the Middle West. Organ- 
izer for Local 544-CI0O. 


} FARRELL DOBBS (Minneapolis) —A leader of the Strike Com- 


| mittee of 100 in 4924. Former secretary-treasurer of Local 544. 
Former international representative of the IBT. Chief negotiator of 
the Area Committee which organized and improved the wages and 
| conditions of over a hundred thousand over-road drivers. National 
Labor Secretary of the Socialist Workers Party. 

Veteran of the First World 
War. Editor of Local 574‘s first paper. Pioneer organizer of Local 
574. Imprisoned by the national guards in the 1934 strike. Former 
secretary-treasurer of the Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Council. Presi- 
dent of Local 544-Cl10. 

VINCENT R. DUNNE (Minneapolis})——Nationally recognized for 
his thirty years of active service in the labor movement. One of the 
best known and most respected militants of the Middle West. Pioneer 
organizer of Minneapolis drivers. Strike leader in the May and July- 
August, 1934, drivers’ strikes. Has won the gratitude of workers in 
| every industry by his aid in their strikes: the machinists’ strikes, the 
strike, the ornamental iron workers’ strike, etc., etc. Led 
WPA Defense Committee in WPA strike trial. Led defense of Local 
544 against the fink suit. Organizer of Local 544-CIO. 

GEORGE FROSIG (Minneapolis)—Has played an active and 
‘ole in the Minneapolis drivers’ movement for twenty years. 
Vice-president of Local 544-CI0. 

MAX GELDMAN (Minneapolis)—Active in the leadership of the 
Federal Workers Section unemployed movement. WPA strike trial 
| de fendant in 1939; he served eight months in prison for that strike. 
ALBERT GOLDMAN (Chicago)—Attorney for Local 574 in 
1934 strikes. Active for years labor defense work. Was 
Trotsky. Attorney for SWP. 

WALTER HAGSTROM (Minneapolis)—Active for twenty years 
in the Minneapolis union movement, Machinists Union, Cab Drivers 
Local 544 544 to the Federal Workers 


| 


Strutwear 


leading 


the 
attorney 


in 
for Leon 


Union, 
Section 


Representative of 

Organizer for Local 544-CIO 
CLARENCE HAMEL ( Minneapolis) -— 

ard for Local 544. Organizer for Local 544-CIO 
EMIL HANSEN (Minneapolis)—-One of the 

| 544, Trustee and organizer for Local 544-CIO 


For years a leading stew 


builders of Local 


CARLOS HUDSON 
Author of 
pamphlet ‘Behind 
Industrial Organizer. 

CARL KUEHN ({Minneapolis)—Active for ten years on behalf 
of unemployed. Secretary, Federal Workers Section, Local 544-CIO 

FELIX MORROW (New York )—Assistant editor of Northwest 
Editor, The Militant and The Fourth Interna- 
“The Civil War in Spain,” 


(Minn eapolis) 
“Dere Emily’ column 


544 Fink 


in strike bulletin, of | 


Managing Editor of the } 


1934 daily 
Suit.” 


the 


Organizer, 1937-38. 
— publications of the SWP. Author of 

| ROY ORGON (Minneapolis)—Long-time member of Local 544 
A leader of the Federal Workers Section of Local 544-CI0 


Chairman, Federal 


EDWARD PALMQUIST (Minneapolis) — 


ers Section, i i 
organizer in drivers’ 


Labor writer and speaker 


Governor Harold (Slave con Stassen being presented to the 
AFL convention in Seattle by AFL President William Green. Stassen’s 
appearance at the AFL convention was arranged by AFL Teamsters 
Dictator Tobin, as part payment for the services rendered by the 
governor and his labor conciliator against the CIO and the Minneapolis 
motor transport workers. 


Workers Local 544-CIO. A WPA strike trial defendant in 
1939, he served eight months in prison for that strike. 

KELLY POSTAL (Minneapolis)—World war veteran, leading 
member of Strike Committee of 100 in 1934. Secretary-treasurer 
of Local 544-CI0. 

RAY RAINBOLT (Minneapolis)—-War veteran. Leading member 
of Strike Committee of 100 in 1934. Former head of Cab Drivers 
Union, Ice Drivers Union. Recording secretary, Local 544-CIO. 
ALFRED RUSSELL (Minneapolis)—Former organizer, Team- 

Local Omaha. Active in organizing over-road drivers. 
Served prison term for aiding the Strutwear strikers. 

OSCAR SCHOENFELD (New York)—-WPA strike trial de- 
fendant in Minneapolis, 1939. Active in union movement. 

DOROTHY SCHULTZ (St. Paul)—Twin City secretary, Workers 
Defense League. Active for years in labor defense work. 

ROSE SEILER (Minneapolis)—Former business agent, 
apolis Office Workers Union. 
Local 544-CI0O. 

CARL SKOGLUND (Minneapolis}—Thirty years’ activity in the 
labor movement. The pioneer organizer of Local 574. Former presi- 
dent of Local 544. Organizer, Local 544-CIO. 

HAROLD SWANSON (Minneapolis)—Active 

Section, in union movement. 


Section, 


sters 554, 


Minne- 
Active in Federal Workers Section, 


in Federal Work- 


NICK WAGNER (Minneapolis) —Active for many years as union 
movement in Hlinois 


and Minneapolis, Organ- 


izer, Local 544-CI0. 


Who Got the Cash? 


One million and five hundred thousand dol- 
lars were spent by the AFL Tobin machine to 
“take care of’ all angles in the Tobin fight 
against Local 544-CI0. | 


$1,500,000. That was the staggering figure 
named by a prominent figure in the AFL as 
the price Tobin paid so far in this fight. 


The question immediately presents itself: 
WHO GOT THE MONEY? Some of it went 
for the hundreds of hopheads, alderman- slug- 
gers and nurse-attackers that Tobin sent im 
here. Some of it undoubtedly went to keeping 
these thugs out of jail when they broke their 
way in. Some of it went to the few Quislings 
that Tobin bought locally with fat salaries. But 
not all of the money went that way. 


Who got the money? 


Next week we shall deal further with this 
question. We shall not rest until every single 
politician and agent of the bosses who got 
Tobin money is publicly exposed. 


jbeen rewarded. This corporation 


| unions. 


| new 


| for both of the sa who have held 


against Local 544-CIO, but on February 1, 1941—the day 
he became a tool of reactionary 
Stassen when he accepted appointment as State Labor 
Conciliator. That position could only be accepted by a 
fink. By accepting it Blair became the administrator of 
the notorious Stassen Slave Labor Act, which attempts to 
hamstring unions by forcing them to file strike notices 
and observe “‘cooling off” periods in which the bosses get 
a chance to undermine the union. 

Blair became State Conciliator despite the fact that 
he did so when the goin labor movement of Minnesota, 
both AFL and CIO, was on record against the Stassen 
Slave Labor Act, and “eapite the fact that, as an official of the 
Brewery Workers Union, Blair was morally bound to adhere to 
Labor’s opposition to that Act. 

Has Been Rewarded 

The treachery Blair committed against the labor movement in 
taking the post of Conciliator was crowned by his brazen act, as the 
tool of the Stassen-Blair-bosses conspiracy, in refusing elections to 
the Minneapolis drivers. 


For this treason he has now’——————————————— 
in a few short months as Concili- 
ator, Haney was rewarded by the 
bosses with the same kind of job| 
that Blair now has. Haney became 


labor relations expert for the 


pest is part——-but only part—of 
the payment he is receiving for 
having betrayed the labor move- 
ment. 

Blair’s announcement, Wednes- 
day, that he was leaving the Con- 
ciliator’s job merely stated, as pub- 
lished in the Minneapolis boss 
press, that he was taking a post 
with a “Western corporation.” 
However, the actual facts leaked 
out and were published in the St. 
Paul Dispatch, Oct. 15. 


Blair’s New Job 

No wonder either Blair or the 
Minneapolis press didn’t name his 
new boss! Gamble-Robinson Com- 
pany and its sister corporation, Pa- 
cific Fruit of Seattle, are the worst 


Toledo and the Hillsdale Steel 
Company of Michigan. He is now 
fighting against the trade union in 
those plants, the United Auto 
Workers (CIO), which was forced 
out on strike in the last few days. 

Another traitor to labor who 
went up the same ladder is Meyer 
Lewis, whom Minneapolis drivers 


resentative of AFL President Wil-| 
liam Green. Lewis sped into Min- 


neapolis in June, shortly after 


544-CIO. But Lewis, who had been 


labor-hating outfits in these sec-| hore for the same kind of dirty 
tions of the country. Minneapolis work in 1985-86 wher Tobin ex- 
drivers will recall that Gamble- | pelled the Minneapolis drivers 


Robinson was one of the compa-| inion from the International, 
nies chiefly responsible for having] qian stay long this time. He be 


| prolonged the bloody July- August | came labor relations expert for the} 
strike of 1934. Since then it has| open-shop cannery industry in Cal- 


been practically an annual event! jfornia. assigned to the task of 
to strike Gamble-Robinson, for the | keeping down the coolie wages in 
company remains 4 die-hard in its 


‘th ndustry. 
efforts to break a. back of the! pitlege 


AFL Leaders 


Scarcely concealing its cynicism 


land contempt for such _ bosses’| “lead” AFL unions and these are 
itools, the St. Paul Dispatch, Oct.|the ways in which the bosses re- 
115, observes, in reporting Blair's} ward them. What a contrast be-| 


tween them and the incorruptible, | 
unpurchasable leaders of Local of | 
Local 544-CIO who are now be-} 
ing punished for their loyalty to} 
ithe workers by being put on trial 
feward the tools| Monday in the Minneapolis federal | 
inst the work-| courtroom for ‘edition ! 
3lair’s headquarters for his new 
iator, Lileyd Hbney, likewise! job is Seattle. Unquestionably the} 
turned traitor to the building| job was arranged for Blair by} 
trades unions of St. Paul, of which| Tobin and Stassen last week when] 
he was an official. Having been|the two attended the AFL national 
completely unmasked as anti The city 


“The job'of labor concil- 
iator has proved to be a stepping 
stone to high-paid: industrial posts 


job : 


that office.” 

Yes, the hosses 
who serve them a 
Blair’s prede 


ers. ssor as Concil-! 


labor convention in Seattle is 


a A a, 


Republican Governor! 


Spicer Manufacturing Company of | 


will remember as the personal rep- | 


Tobin launched his attack on Local j 


| apolis 


| dirty work 
These are the kind of men who} Minneapolis motor transport work. 


Alfred P. Blair, Stassen’s state 
labor conciliator, who has received 
his price for doing the bosses’ bid- 
ding in denying elections to the 
Minneapolis drivers. Part pay- 
ment was his appointment Wed- 
nesday as ‘labor relations expert” 
for the union-hating Gamble-Rob- 
inson corporation and its affiliate 
on the West Coast. 


a stronghold of the Tobin machine, 
which is on good terms with the 
Seattle businessmen and capable 
of “arranging” for such jobs. 

In Seattle, too, Stassen was re- 
ceiving part-payment for the dirty 


work he and his tool, Blair, had 
done for Tobin. Tobin had ar- 
ranged for Stassen to deliver 


speeches to the AFL national con- 
vention and the West Coast Team- 
sters’ Conference, both meeting in 
Seattle. Having appeared under 
such auspices, Stassen will now lay 
|claim to being a “friend of labor.” 
| But he is only a friend of Dictator 
Tobin. 


A Crude Boast 

In his usual crude way, Tobin 
boasted of what he was doing for 
Stassen—and why. Tobin said: “tt 
is a very unusual proceeding to 
have the governor of any single 
state address an AFL convention 
There must have been a reason for 
it. We just wanted to show our ap- 
preciation of his support.” (Min- 
neapelis Star Journal, Oct. 8, 
1941.) 

Yes, there must have been a 
reason, in the case of rewarding 
Stassen with the limelight of the 
AFL convention, as there was «& 
reason for rewarding Blair with a 


é big corporation job. The reason is 


known to every worker in Minne- 
Stassen and Blair were thus 
receiving patt-payment for their 
in refusing to let the 


ers vote for the union of their own 
choice 

Boss politicians and trsitors to 
labor are thus rewarded by the 
bosses—-while the most devoted la- 
bor militants, the 28 defendants in 
the “sedition” trial, are ordered 
inte the federal courtroom in Min- 
neapolis to begin trial this coming 


Monday ‘norning. This ie the kind 
of “justice” handed out by the 
capitalist @lass—bribery of aii 


kinds to those whe do the bosses’ 
bidding, and frameups againkt 


|those who loyally serve the work. 


ers 


We Made Minneapolis a Union Town - - - Let’s KEEP IT That Way 
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A Noted Author Tells... 


Why This Case is 


So Important 


By James T. Farrell 


Author of “S:uds Lonigan,” “A World I 
Never Made,” etc. 


(Mr. Farrell wrote the following article as a foreward 
to the pamphlet “WITCH HUNT IN MINNESOTA,” which 
has just been published by the Civil Rights Defense Com- 
mittee. Copies of the 24-page pamphlet may be obtained 
for Se at the INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER, 1328 Second St. 
North, Minneapolis.) 


I once heard free speech cynically described as a right 
which the citizen possesses as long as he doesn’t exercise 
it. Do we want this statement to be more than mere 
cynicism? Do we want it to be a description of the status 
of free speech, of civil liberties, in the United States—in 
the year 1941? These questions, in essence, point to the 
vital issue involved in the Minnesota “Seditious Conspira- 
cy” case. 

This case is the most important involving civil liber- 
ties since the trials of the I W. W. members during the 
First World War. And it is similar to the I. W. W. cases 
in its fundamental point. Both constituted attacks on the 
labor movement. It is axiomatic that there can be nec 
freedom in a society if labor is not free. The basis of ow 
liberties rests, formally, on the unconditional guarantees 
given us in the Bill of Rights. It rests actually on the free- 
dom of tabor. In Italy, when Benito Mussolini rose te 
power, he undertook an immediate attack on all work 
ingelass organizations and he crushed them; in Germany 
this was also the first step of Adolph Hitler after he be 
eame Chancellor. The major step in the restriction, th« 
abridgment and the abolition of civil liberties is alway 
the same—it is an attack on the political and economic 
rights of labor. This is why the Minnesota “Seditiou: 
“Conspiracy” case is of such crucial importance. 


In the United States today there are relatively few 
human beings who will openly delare that they desire tc 
see the abolition of civil liberties. But the statements of 
men must be tested in practice. Because people declare 
that they want civil liberties guaranteed, that does noi 
mean that these liberties will be guaranteed. They must 
be defended day by day against every encroachment 
Those tendencies which threaten the civil liberties of the 
American people must be oppesed, no matter what their 
origin. No danger, no emergency is so menacing that it 
can justify us in abandoning our rights. Once these are 
abandoned, we are slaves, no matter what language be 
used to describe our slavery. 

Since the First World War democratic rights have 
declined and been lost in one nation after another. The 
curve has been downward. Today, there are few places 
on this globe where a man is permitted honestly and open- 


THE INDUSTRIA 


|it is freedom to agree with these who are in power. 
'real social advance is ever attained in that manner. 
The Minnesota “‘Seditious Conspiracy” case isa en 


is checked, it will establish a precedent for subsequent 


|Inch by inch it is eaten away. 
‘other is established. Repressive and reactionary tenden- 
| cles are built up until they can, in time, resemble a tidal 
iwave. When that has happened—it is too late. 

Today, in the United States, it is not too late. We 
can still preserve our civil rights. It is our highest duty 
ito remain free in a world of the most brutal oppression 
and tyranny. And we remain free men by defending the 
liberty of others, as well as of ourselves, whether or not 
|we agree with them. 


28 Are Charg ed 
Under Two ‘ae 


The Department of Justice has drawn up the indict- 
ment against the 28 defendants under the provisions of 
two laws. 

The first is a new law, the Smith ‘‘Omnibus Gag” 
Act, introduced by a poll-tax Congressman, Howard W. 
Smith of Virginia, and passed in 1940. The Smith Act is 
the most reactionary piece of anti-labor legislation ever 
enacted in the United States, and #————-—_—_——_ 
was so characterized during the 
debates in Congress, 

“This bill is an attempt to | 
put an end to this trend to- | 
ward real democracy,” said 
Congressman Geyer of Cali- 
fornia. “It is an attempt to 
break the labor movement . 
it is an attack on a minority 
group.” 
“It is enough to make Thomas | 

Tefferson turn over in his grave,” 
aid Congressman Martin of Colo- | 
‘ado. “It is without precedent in | 
he history of labor legislation. It 
‘'s an invention of intolerance con- 
rary to every principle of democ- 
acy.” 

ACLU Fought It 


The American Civil Liberties 
Union pleaded with President 
Roosevelt to veto the Smith Bill 
+n the ground that it was uncon 
stitutional and ‘“‘would become an 
instrument of oppression against 
unpopular minoriites and organ- 
izei Jabor.” President Roosevelt 
nevertheless signed it. 

According to THE NATION 
magazine, the Department of Jus- 
tice itself has no confidence in the 
constitutionality of the Smith Act: 
“Oft the record, at least one of- 


AFL Doesn’t Dare 
Debate Ray Dunne 
At “U” Forum 


| 
| 
| Vincent Ray Dunne, one of 
| 


the indicted leaders of Local 
544-C1O, will speak on “The 
Fight of the Minneapolis Driv- 
ers for Democratic Unionism” 
this Friday, October 17, 12:30 
p. m. before the University of 
Minnesota Forum in the Men’s 
Union building. 

For days the University Fo- 
rum Committee has sought to 
obtain a representative of the 
AFL who would face Dunne in 
debate before the student body, 
on the question of the Local 
544 struggle. Though many 
AFL officials were invited, not 
a single one would dare agree 
to face in public debate the 


leader of Loca! 544-CI0. 
Failing to obtain an AFL de- 


bater, the Forum Committee 
will present Dunne as guest 
speaker at the Ociober 17th 
Forum. The public is invited. 
Admission is free. 


civil liberties issue. Unless this attack on our basic rights | 


‘ones. This is precisely the manner in which liberty dies. | 
One precedent after an- 


ly to express his ideas and to defend his convictions. The 
American people do not want this to happen in the United 
States. The way to prevent this is to implement and 
strengthen our civil rights. And we can and must do this 
by defending them. Freedom of speech is meaningless if 


YOU Can 


in this nation. 


genuinely concerned with main‘aining our 
stitutional rights. 


RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE. 


REPUBLIC, etc. 


| tions to the 


The Defendants 


The twenty-eight men and women who go on trial next 
Menday morning in the federal courtrcom in Minneapolis are 
front-line fighters in the cause of union rights and civil liberties 


They merit the whole-hearted and generous moral and ma- 
trial support of every progressive organization and individual 


Their fight against the prosecution must be won. 
That is why the CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENCE COM- 
MITTEE has been organized. Chairman of the Com- 
mittee is James T. Farrell. Vice chairman is John Dos 
Passos. Secretary is George Novack. 
standing laborites, educators, civil liberty defenders, 


liberals have joined the national board of the CIVIL 


The government prosecution has been denounced by the 
CIO, Labor’s Non-Partisan League, the United Auto Workers, | 
the American Civil Liberties Union, THE NATION, THE NEW 


The CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMIT- 
TEE needs $7,500 immediately to defray the 
heavy costs of fighting this case. Aid the 28 
defendants by contributing promptly and gen- 
erously to their Defense Fund. Mail all dona- 


Civil Rights Defense Committee 


c-o Industrial Organizer, 1328 Second St. N. 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


A receipt will be mailed you from the Industrial Organizer and from the 
national office of the Civil ear Defense Committee. 


ficiul engaged in the prosecution 
is prepared to admit that the Su- 
preme Court may find the sedi- 
tion provisions of the Smith Act 
unconstitutional. For the first 
time in peace, since the Alien & 


mere expression of opinion 
made a Federal crime. 
these provisions, a man might be 
sent to jail for ten years because 


Help 


democratic and con- 


Scores of out- 


he circulated such un-American 
documents as the Declaration of 
Independence and Lincoln’s Sec- 
ond Inaugural, for both ‘advocate, 


abet, advise, or teach the duty, mayor in New York City in the | 
Sedition Laws of John Adams, a|ecessity, desirability or propriety coming elections. Cannon is run- | Town—Lat’s KEEP It That Way. 


holders is now being used by the 
government against 


to 
not only chattel slavery but wage | 
slavery! 

Since no evidence can be pre- | 
sented in this case of any open| 


armed rebellion against the gov-|a chance to hear him next Sunday | 


me pee this law obviously can-/afternoon, 3 p. m. at 919 Mar-||  gencies or to take advantage 
not apply. | quette avenue, where he will speak ines c iti 
As THE NATION so pointedly | ona We kes om Trial.” before of business opportunities. 


observed: 
the Trotskyist leaders of Local 
544 are guilty was leaving the | 
AFL for the CIO.” 

It is not yet a penal offense for 
| American workers to quit one la- | 
| bor organization for another. 

But if the government succeeds | 
in this case, the civil liberties and | 
rights of every man and woman in 
America will be endangered, 
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28 working-|known as a co-worker 
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This picture taken outside the national guard stockade in the sum- 


neapolis drivers. It shows Attorney Albert Goldman and Grant Dunne 


course of the strike. 


cent Dunne and the union attorney, Albert Goldman. 


Sunday Yorum. 
and refreshments 


Cannon to Address ibe 

Sunday Forum on. 

Indictment of 28 | There ere thousands of unor- 
| 


| ganized people who would appreci- 
ate our side of the story . . if 
they KNEW it. Pass your ‘fadee 
| trial Organizer along to them. 


be 


will 


public is invited. 


James P. Cannon, national sec- | 
retary of the Socialist Workers 
Party and one of the 28 indicted 
by the government in the Minne-| | 
apolis case, is a candidate for| —_———_—__——__~ | 


We Made Minneapolis a Union | 


mer of 1934 will bring back a flood of memories to thousands of Min-| 


welcoming the release of Bill Brown, Miles Dunne and Vincent Dunne) of y 
who were imprisoned by Governor Olson’s national guardsmen in the} morning in Federal Court for 


served following the lecture. The | 


is | of overthrowing or destroying any | Ring on the Trotskyist Anti-War 
Under | government’ by force,” THE NA- | ticket. 5 eee. 
TION wrote. Over fifteen thousand New York | Office Furniture 
The second law used against the | workers signed nominating peti-| Files Safes - Store Fixtures 
28 defendants is Section 6 of Title|tions to place Cannon’s name on||} Immense Stocks . New and 
18 of the U. S. Code governing | the ballot. | Used 
“sedition.” This law was passed| The Campaign Committee for! WE BUY - SELL - REN? 
in July, 1861, during the Civil | Cannon has announced that the! EXCHANGE 
| War, for use against the Confed-| anti-war candidate will conduct | aCOBSON FIXTURE 
eracy. ; | his campaign from the federal | | EXCHANGE 
A law passed against slave-| courtroom in Minneapolis. | 219 S. Sth St. MA. 8828 


Mr. Cannon is internationally 


of Leon| 
He has been in the labor 


Cannon is widely held to be the 
|finest orator in the working-class | 

novement. 

Minneapolis workers will have | 


LOANS 


Up to $300 loans are made 
to wage earners and salaried 
people to meet financial emer- 
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‘Leaders Tested in 1934 Strikes Again Face ma “Justice 


Bill Brown died in 1938. Grant Dunne was buried 
Both these working-class warriors gave the best that was 


to the labor movement. 


The many remaining leaders of the 1934 strikes, pioneer 
nionism in Minneapolis and the Northwest, go on trial 


heir “crime,” 
, 


who toil for a living. 


a 


Admission is;1936 DODGE coupe, radio, heater, 


new battery. Excellent condi- 
tion. My private car, personally 
guaranteed. 1942 license 
tax included. $265 cash or will 
take cheaper car or truck in trade. 
4617 Girard Ave. N. Hy. 0937. 
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Organized for Speed 
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“sedition.” 
in the eyes of the employers and the 
From left to right: Grant Dunne, Bill Brown, Miles Dunne, Vin-| their unswerving devotion to the present and future in 
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cost of driving. 
fortable and safe.” 


CAREFREE RIDING 


“It’s a pleasure!” one of the many who 
now goes “The Sensible Way.” 


“When I ride a Street Car or Bus,” he 
adds, “I can forget about parking fees, 
traffic tags, collisions, 
I ride carefree—com- 


MEN’S COMBINATION + 


DRESS AND WORK OXFE 


Goodyear Welt, Steel Arch and Oil Ti 


$3.49 | 
SHOE RACKS 


414 NICOLLET 


Thursday, Octobgy ie 


tion. Hy. 0937. 
Revive the Spirit of 


= |F 


=n 
a 


wat] 


Wehaidi 


and the high 


vy, October 16, 1941 


Rights Committee 
+s Pamphlet Analyzing 
secution Here of 28 


where on this page we publish the complete text 

derail. indictment under which leaders of Local 
sand of the Socialist Workers Party will go on 
kt Monday. : 


analysis of the indictment has just been pub- 
the Civil Rights Defense Committee, in the 
ee’s pamphlet “Witch Hunt in Minnesota.” 

to enable our readers to understand the full 
nce of the indictment, we publish below excerpts 
is excellent pamphlet. 


opinions expressed in the pamphlet Witch 
Minnesota” are not just the opinions of the de- 
, but of the Civil Rights Defense Committee, that 
f distinguished labor and liberal personalities who 
dertaken, on behalf of ali the defendants, to pro- 
gal counsel, to give moral and material support 
defendants, to publicize the case nationally, and 
the conscience of the country against the abuse 
liberties and workers’ rights symbolized by the 
prosecution of the defendants in the Minneapolis 


lowing are excerpts from the Civil Rights Defense 
ee pamphiet, “Witch Hunt in Minnesota’: 


ease is essentially a political prosecution. This was pointed 
the American Civil Liberties Union in its letter of protest 
y-General Biddle on August 20, 1941: “It seems more 
® to conclude that the government injected itself into an 
bn controversy in order to promote the interests of the one 
pbin ) which supported the administration’s foreign and do- 
icies.” 

in is a 100% supporter of Roosevelt’s policies. He is also 
most prominent members of Fight for Freedom, Inc., 
most pro-war organization in the United States. In many 
blie statements, Tobin has declared that opposition to the 
’s war policies is “un-American” and incompatible with 
hip in his Teamsters International. 

544’s weekly, Northwest Organizer (now The Industrial 
) on the other hand, has been a severe critic of Roosevelt’s 
actions and a resolute opponent of his war policies. For 
in an editorial on May 29, 1941 against Rooseveit’s use of 
strike*breakers, The Northwest Organizer said: “The forces 
ligerently determined to put this nation into the ‘war for 
y’ are the very forces who imitate Hitler by taking away 
mocracy we still possess, and would beat down and crush 
. American labor doesn’t want any part of this war. Ameri- 
r is determined to defend its unions and its rights, including 
to strike.” 

im moved to expel the 544 leaders at this particular time 
among other things, they refused te recant their avowed 
stand. This was affirmed in a statement issued on June 
Frank Barnhart, Regional Director of the UCWOC: “Not 
Tobin issued an ultimatum to the officers and members of 


complete text of the, 
indictment drawn by | 
epartment of Justice 
the 28 defendants| 
S: | The defendants, who were of- 
stated te TY, Raed ficers, leaders, active members, 
af the “partied | and in control of a certain political 
ta for the district of Minne-| panty a ee ee known as 

m and held at the City of | the Socialist Workers Party, which 
ul, within and for the Pe ate peasy St Senniealign. “wae 
nd division aforesaid, on ie | CP OOeT of Slee: peailer “of 
wesday in April, being the persons, the exact number being 
y of April, in the year of to the Grand Jurors unknown, 


of Minneapolis, State and District 
aforesaid, and elsewhere within 


indictment: 


alysis of In 


dictment Against the Twenty-eight 


the period of time alleged in this| 


ee a oe 


THE INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER 


| the AFL Teamsters Union ordering them to give unequivocal support 

to Roosevelt’s war policy under threat of reprisals against them by 
| Tobin if they failed to comply . . . A great majority of the member: | 
ship of the AFL Teamsters Union is opposed to Tobin’s high-handed 
methods and moth-eaten organizational policies. There are also many | 
who are opposed to the war, especially in the northwest area. This is | 
not Hitler Germany. The U. S. is still a democracy. The people of 
this country still have a right to express their opinions about the 
policies of both Tobin and Roosevelt.” 


Party Opposes War 


The political basis of the prosecution is unmistakable in the 
proceedings against the Socialist Workers Party. The Socialist Work- 
ers Party has consistently and uncompromisingly opposed Roosevelt's 
policies as ‘‘imperialist war policies.” That the government acted 
against the Socjalist. Workers Party because of its anti-war position 
was explicitly acknowledged by Acting Attorney-General Biddle, who 
was quoted in the Minneapolis Tribune of June 28th, 1941 as saying: 
“The principal basis for the prosecution is found in the Declaration 
of Principles adopted by the Socialist Workers Party in December, 
1938.” The pertinent phrases mentioned by Biddle include the fol- 
lowing: ‘If in spite of the revolutionists and the militant workers, 
the U. S. Government enters a new war, the Socialist Workers 
Party will not, under any cideumstances support that war but will, 
on the contrary, fight against it.’ According to Biddle, “the 1938 
Declaration says the Party would use a war crisis to overthrow 
capitalism in this country and substitute for it socialism.” 

The administration’s inelination to stamp even the mildest critics 
of its war course as ‘‘seditious’’ is exemplified in Secretary of War 
Stimson’s charge of treason against Senator Wheeler. If one member 
of the Cabinet can stigmatize an isolationist Senator as a traitor 
for sending to 2 few conscripts postcards expressing opposition to 
entering the war, surely Roosevelt’s Attorney-General would not 
hesitate to treat the revolutionary anti-war position of the Socialist 
Workers Party as “seditious activity.” 


Rights of Free Speech Violated 

The Socialist Workers Party has the same legal and constitu- 
tional rights as any other political party to advocate its ideas and 
propagate them. This position fully accords with our best democratic 
traditions and with the Bill ef Rights. The right to express one’s own 
ideas by speech or in writing or through assembly is an elementary 
democratic right. Rights of opinion are specifically protected against 
Federal violation by the First Amendment to the Constitution which 
states that Congress “shall make no law abridging the freedom of 
speech or of the press or the right of the people peacably to assemble 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

This right of free speech is unrestricted and unconditional. It 
eannot be denied on the ground that the doctrines advocated are 
revolutionary or displeasing to the administration in power. The 
Government’s attempt to deprive the Socialist Workers Party of its 
right of free opinion and expression clearly encroaches upon this 
provision of the Constitution. 

The prosecution has already been condemned and will be fought 
on this ground by the American Civil Liberties Union. The violation 
of law in this instance is not on the part of the Socialst Workers Party 
| but on the part of the Federa! prosecutors. 
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Real Ideas of the Socialist Workers Party | 


Nor is the Socialist Workers Party a secret, conspiratorial organ- | 
ization as the Government attempts to depict it. It is a legal political | 
organization which has for years openly conducted political activities 
and participated in the labor movement. Its program has been pub- 
lished in numerous books and pamphlets, its views are currently ex- 
pressed and discussed in various publications, its indicted leaders 
have long been active as prominent personalities in working class 
circles. \ 


and the defendants would advise, 
counsel, and encourage the said 
workers and laborers to arm them-| 


enabling the defendants and other 
|leaders of said Socialist Workers 
Party to obtain and exercise ab- 


' 

The accusation that the Socialist Workers Party is guilty of 
“advising, counselling und urging insubordination, disloyulty and 
mutiny’’ in the armed forces of the U. S. is based entirely upon the 
political ideas propagated by the party. No avert acts are specified | 
in the indictment to back up this charge. In fact, the avowed mili- 
tary policy of the Socialist Workers Party provides no basis for such 
activities or allegations. For example, the Socialist Workers Party 
does not seek to gain control of the naval and military forces of the | 
U. S., as alleged in the indictment. The Party’s program calls for | 
“military training of workers financed by the government and under | 
control of the trade unions.” There is nothing illegal in this pro- 
posal te place trade unions in charge of military training. The 
Plattsburg training camps, which the U. S. Government approved 
and subsidized, were organized and controlled by private agencies 
and individuals for the purpose of training business and professional 
men in military service. The Socialist Workers Party proposes that | 
this same right be extended by the Government to the trade unions. | 


What Was the Union Defense Guard? 


The only overt act allegedly committed by the defendants, which 
is specified in the indictment, is the formation of the Union Defense 
Guard, organized three years ago by members of Local 544. Accord- 
ing to the prosecution, this Union Defense Guard was the instrument 
the Socialist Workers Party plotted to use for overthrowing the Gov- 
ernment by force and violence. A brief account of the formation and 
functions of the Union Defense Guard will suffice to dispose of this 
absurd accusation. 


The Minneapolis Union Defense Guard wa: organized as an 
outgrowth and answer to a series of threats of violence against Local 
544 and of actual vigilante attacks upon unions in other parts of 
the nation during the summer of 1938. 

On June 1938, Ralph H. Pierce, one of the leaders of the 
“Associated Independent Unions,” launched by Minneapolis employers 
to fight organized laber, told officials of Local 544 and the Minne- 
apolis Central Labor Union that George K. Belden, head of the Asso- 
ciated Industries, had raised $35,000 to import gunmen to assassinate 
three leaders of Local 544. Eight months earlier Patrick Corcoran, 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Council, had 
been assassinated by unknown gunmen. The day after Pierce said 
the murders were to be committed, Minneapolis police found a car 
containing two high-powered rifles with telescopic sights near the 
Central Labor Union headquarters. This lent credence to Pierce’s 
story. 

During 1988 the Fascist Silver Shirts were extremely active in 
the Twin Cities. Roy Zachary, National Organizer, openly called at 
Silver Shirt meetings for gangster bands to raid the General Drivers 
Hall. The Minneapolis papers disclosed the fact that Belden, head 
of the Associated Industries, had attended these Silver Shirt meet- 
ings. This tie-up between the Silver Shirts and the Associated Indus- 
tries, which included the leading anti-union employers in Minneape- 
lis, convinced the members of Local 544 that measures should be 
taken to protect the Union hal! and leaders from attack. 

Numerous acts of anti-labor violence by fascist and vigilante 
gangs at that time in other parts of Minnesota and in New Orleans, 
Westwood, California, Steubensville, Ohio, New York City and Jersey 
City, crystallized this conviction. 


Activities of the Defense Guard 


The formation ef the Minneapolis Union Defense Guard was 
announced in the September 8, 1938 issue of the Northwest Organizer, 
the official organ of the Teamsters Joint Council. The functions of the 
Union Defense Guard were described in this story as ‘‘defense of the 
Union’s picket lines, Union headquarters and members against anti- | 
lahor violence.” 

The activities of the Union Defense Guard demonstrate that such 


oo 


ey 


The Complete Text of the Federal Indictment 


With the intent to interfere 
¢ with, impair and influence the 
loyalty, morale and discipline of 


be printed, published, sold, distrib- 
uted, and publicly displayed, writ- 
ten and printed matter, including 


| throw 


solute control of all industries in 
the United States to the end that 
by paralyzing the same, said pro- 
jected armed revolution could be 
more easily and successfully ac- 
complished, 
6 Members of the Socialist Work- 
*ers Party would be placed in 
/key positions in al] trade unions 
jand said party members would es- 


dr one thousand nine hun.|“°U4 Procure, induce, influence,| pecially endeavor to obtain abso- 
nd forty-one, by a duly em-| Incite, and encourage the members | lute control over such trade 
i, charged, and sworn gran alee the Socialist Workers Party,| unions, so that the members there- 
the United States of Amer.|°"4 divers other persons, whose | of, comprising a vast number of 
hin and for said district. it| 72™€5 are te the Grand Jurors un-| workers and laborers in the United 
mted in manner and forms | *2O¥™, to join with them to bring | States, weuld be subject to the 
bg, that is to say: about the overthrow by force of| will and commands of said party 
Grand Jurors of the United the Government of the United | leaders, thus enabling the defen- 
af petit ra e Unite | States, and the destruction there-| dants and their co-conspirators to 
eles a — in and for| of ‘by force, and the opposition by bring about a complete stoppage 
herity eof ae sane Oa = force to the authority thereof. of work in the major industries of 
of America, upon poor The defendants would seek to|the United a at ere aks 
esent that from and before! * bring about, whenever the time ae a tituted ‘Government of 
day of July, 1938, and seemed to them propitious, an | tik Xu cited poe deans adecuatel 
pusly thereafter unti] the armed revolution against the Gov-| aot di its if a ainst th steed 
filing of this indictment, in\®™™™ent of the United States, and| °° er < is = t ciao dai 
es of Minneapolis and se.| the authority thereof. lected “nag tae ns are ae 
the State and Distri i ; | spired.to. bring stout. 
ct of | Said armed revolution would| Nae 
The defendants and their co- 


atid within the jurisdie-|~* be brought about and joined in| /, splratore weyld endeavor dy 


this Court, and in the City|by the workers and laborers and 
0, State of Illinois, and in| farmers of the United States, or as 
and State of New York| many of them as said defendants 
where, one land their coconspirators could 


mt-Ray Dunne, Carl Skog. | Procure and induce. to engage 
ames P, Cannon, Farrell therein. 
Miles B. Dunne, Felix Mor-| 4 Said workers, laborers and 
ce Carlson, Oscar Céover,) ** farmers would be by the de- 
DeBier, Jake Cooper, Max|fendants and their co-conspirators 
n, Carloy Hudson, Alfred| urged, counseled, and persuaded 
Edward Palmquist, Rose| that the Government of the United 
Albert Goldman, Oscar) States was imperialistic capitalis- 
id, George Frosig, Emil|tie and organized and. constituted 
Dorothy Schultz, Kelly|for the purpose of subjecting 
Clarence Hamel, Carl| workers and laborers to various 
Rdy Orgon, Ray Rainbolt,| and sundry deprivations and for 
Denre, Harold Swanson,|the purpose of denying to them 
Hagstrom and Nick Wag-|an alleged right to own, control 
vin er referred to as “de-| and manage all property and in- 
then. and-theré beinz,} dustry in the United States, all to 
y,. willfully, ‘knowing-| the end that said workers aud |a- 
féloniously conspire, plan,| borers would be willing to take 
onfederate, and agree | part in the armed revolution en- 
and with each other, and/visaged and projected by said de- 
ers other persoris to the | fendants. 
Jarors Junknown, hefein-)— Members of the Socialist Work- 
erred to ag “co-conspira-| 7+ ars Party would be placed in 
qverthrow, put down, and | key positions in all major indas- 
by force the Govern-| tries, among others the transporta- 
‘the United States of tion, mining, lumbering, farming, 
and to oppose by force shipping, and manufacturing in- 
thereof. | dustries, so that said party mem- 
Grand Jurors do pre-/bers could and would induce, per- 
as part of said conspiracy | suade, and procure the workers 
and means by which it) and laborers in said industries to 
omnlished, the re ol said party, embrace its prin- 


among others, Weré to ciples and objectives and obey the 
} taken, all in the city! commands of its leaders, thereby 


any means at their disposal to pro- 
cure members of the military and 
naval forces of the United States 
to become undisciplined, to com- 
| plain about food, living conditions, 
and missions to which they would 
be assigned, to create dissension, 
| dissatisfaction and insubordination 


among the armed forces, to impair | 


|the loyalty and morale thereof, 
and finally to seek to gain control 
of said naval and military foreés 
'so that the enlisted personnel 
thereof would revolt against 
officers, thereby enabling said de- 
jfendants to overcome and put 
down by force and arms the con- 
stitutional Government of the 
United States. 


|\"* was passed, the members’ of 
said Socialist Workers Party woul 


its | 


selves and to become proficient 
and trained in the use thereof so 
that they would be better equipped 
to overthrow, destroy, 
down by force the Government of 
the United States. 


10 Workers and laborers would 
° 


skilfully to use pistols and rifles, 
which said units would be, and 
were, called “Union Defense 
Guards”; said units would osten- 
sibly be used for protection against 
violent attempts to destroy trade 


unions, but were in truth and fact, | 


designed and intended to be used 
ultimately to overthrow, destroy, 
and put down by force the duly 
constituted, constitutional Govern- 
ment of the United States. 


1 The said defendants and their 
* co-conspirators would, and 
they did, by and for the use of 


themselves and ‘other persons to) 


the Grand Jurors unknown, pro- 
cure certain explosives, fire-arms, 
ammunition, weapons and military 
equipment, for the aforesaid pur- 
pose. 


12 The said defendants and their 
* co-conspirators. would, and 


they did, accept as the idea) for-| 


mula for the carrying out of their 
said objectives the Russian Revo- 


lution of 1917, whereby the then| 
existing Government of Russia) 


was overthrown by force and vio- 
lence, and the principles, teach- 
ings, writings, counsel and advice 


jof the leaders of that revolution, 
chiefly of V. I. Lenin and Leon | 


Trotsky, would be, and they were, 


|looked to, relied on, followed and 


held out to others as catechisms 
and textbooks directing the man- 


| ner and means by which the afore- 
: |said aim of the defendants could, 
When the Selective Service Act | 


'Be urged to willingly accept ser-| 


\viee, but after being inducted into 
|the army of the United States, to 


tdo everything in their power to dis-| 


}rupt, Kinder, and impair the effi- 
| cieat functioning thereof, and 
When the appropriate time came to 
\tuin theif weapons against their 


| officers. 
r 


The defendants and their co-| 


* conspirators would, and they 
did advocate and attempt to bring 


about control of the militia by the) 


| workers and laborers of the United 


and would be, accomplished; and 
accordingly, certain of the defend- 
ants would, and they did, go from 
the City of Minneapolis, State and 
District of Minnesota, and from 
other cities in the United States to 
Mexico City, Mexico, there to ad- 
Vise with and to receive the advice, 
counsel, guidance, and directions 
of: the said Leon Trotsky. 


1 The said defendants and their 
*éo-conspiraters would, and 
they did, endeavor to prettre and 
persuade as many other persons as 
possible to joiy with thery in their 
utidertaking by printing, pubtish- 
ing, selling, distributing and pub- 


States, espetially-by trade unions; |licly displayine ahd by causing to 


and put) 


be, and they were, organized | 
into military units which would be} 
armed and drilled and taught how! 


| leaflets, pamphlets, newspapers, 
magazines and books which advo- 
| cated, advised and taught the duty, 
| necessity, desirability, and propri- 
ety of overthrowing and destroy- 
ing by force and violence all gov- 
ernments in the world said by the 
defendants, their mentors and 
leaders, to be imperialistic and 
capitalistic, and of the govern- 
|ments so characterized, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of 
America was said to be the fore- 
|most. Contrary to the form of the 
statute in such case made and pro- 
vided, and especially contrary to 
Section 6 of Title 18 of the United 
| States Code, and against the peace 
and dignity of the United States. 


SECOND COUNT 


And the Grand Jurors aforesaid, 
upon their oaths aforesaid, do fur- 
ther present that heretofore, to- 
wit: beginning the 28th day of 
June, 1940, and _ continuously 
thereafter until the day of the 
filing of this indictment, at the 
Cities of Minneapolis and Saint 
Paul, in the State and District of 


the military and naval forces of 
the United States, would 
a. Advise, counsel, urge, and 
cause insubordination, disloyal- 
ty, mutiny, and refusal] of duty 
by members of the military and 


naval forces of the United 
States, and 
b. Distribute written and 


printed matter which advised, 
counseled, and urged insubordi- 
nation, disloyalty, mutiny and 
refusal of duty by members of 
the military and naval forces of 
the United States, and 
Knowingly and willfully would 


Zi and they did, advocate abet, | 


advise and teach the duty, 
necessity, desirability and propri- 
ety of overthrowing and destroy- 
ing the Government of the United 
States by force and violence, and 
With the intent to cause the 

* overthrow and destruction of 
the Government of the United 
States would, and they did, print, 
publish, edit, issue, circulate, seli, 
distribute and publicly display 
written and printed matter advo- 
eating, advising, and teaching the 
duty, necessity, desirability and 


propriety of overthrowing and de- 


Minnesota, and within the jurisdic- : 
‘tion of this Court, and in the City|Stroying the Government of the 
of Chicago, State of Ulinois, and| United States by force and vio- 
‘in the City and State of New York,/| lence, and : 

and elsewhere, one Vincent Ray Would, and they did, organize 
|Dunne, Carl Skoglund, James P.|'¥* and help to organize societies, 
Cannon, Farrel] Dobbs, Miles B,| groups and assemblies of persons 
Dunne, Felix Morrow, Grace Carl-|to teach, advocate and encourage 
son, Oscar Coover, Harry De Boer,| the overthrow and destruction of 
Jake Cooper, Max Geldman, Carlos|the Government of the United 


Hudson, Alfred Russell, Edward | States by force and violence, and 
|Palmquist, Rose Seiler, Albert Would be, and did, become 
Goldman, Oscar Schoenfeld,)”* members of and affiliated with | 


{such societies, groups and assem- 
othy Schultz, Kelly Postal, Clar-| blies knowing the purpose thereof. 
ence Hamel, Carl Kuehn, Roy Or- And the Grand Jurors do pre- 
gon, Ray Rainbolt, Grant Dunne,|sent that the said defendants and 
Harold. Swansen, Walter Hag-/|their co-conspirators would, and 
strom, and. Nick Wagner, herein-| they did, attempt to carry out and 
after referred to as “defendants,”| accomplish said conspiracy in the 
then arid there being, did unlaw-| manner set out in numbered pnra- 
fully, willfully, knowingly and/graphs 1 to 13, inclusive, in the} 
feloniously conspire, plan, com-| first count of this indictment; Con-| 
bine, confederate and agree to-| trary to the form of the statute in| 
gether and with each other, and,|such case made and provided, and| 
with divers other persons to the| especially contrary to Section 11| 
Grand Jurors unknown, herein-|of Title 18 of the United States| 
after referred to as ‘“‘co-conspira-| Code, and against the peace and | 
tors” to commit certain acts pro-| dignity of the United States. Dated 
hibited by certain statutes of the | July 15. 1941. 
United States, namely, Section 9 WENDELL BERGE, 

and 10 of Title 18 of the United Assistant Atterney General 
States Code, in that they in ther HENRY 4. SCHWE’NHAUT, | 
Cities of Minneapolis and Saint Spécial Assistant to the | 
Paul, State and District of Minne- | 


George Frosig, Emil Hansen, Der- 


Attorney General 


sota, and elsewhere, and during VICTOR FE. ANDERSON, 
the period of time alleged in this | United States Attorney for 
count: } the District of Minnesota | 
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was its sole function. At meetings held in the basement of the Drivers 
Hall general discussions took place on methods of repelling attacks 
by fasci-t gangs. None of the guard members carried or possessed 
arms. 

One of the two allegations of overt acts in the indictment 
charges the defendants with collecting arms and ammunition to over- 
the Government. The Union Defense Guard purchased two 
22-A caliber single shot target rifles, two 22-caliber aingle shot target 
pistols, and some ammunition for target practice in the basement of 
the General Drivers Headquarters. These four practice rifies and 
ammunition were purchased from funds raised through the sale ef 
tickets to dances and public entertainments held at the Drivere Hall. 

I. F. Stone wrote in The Nation of July 26, 1941 that the Gov- 
ernment was especially alarmed by a test mobilization of Guard 
members held one evening during September, 1938 in downtown 
Minneapolis: “What did they do when they got there?” Mr. Schwein- 
haut, the Department of Justice prosecutor, was asked. Schweinhaut 
said they went to the Gaiety, a local burlesque house. He said that 
each admission cost 75 cents and “the Government wants to know who 
paid for the tickets.” “This was told me in all seriousness,” was the 
caustic comment of The Natien reporter. “I have heard of the Gun- 
powder Plot. Maybe this will go down in history as the G-String 
Conspiracy!” 

The show of strength of the Union Defense Guard drove the 
Silver Shirts into hiding and inactivity. With the disappearance of 
the Silver Shirts the Union Defense Guard discontinued its target 
practice and drills and its sole functions thereafter were dances, and 
acting as ushers at union picnics and affairs. It last functioned in 
December 1940 when Guard members acted as ushers at the Christmas 
party for children sponsored by the Minneapolis Teamsters Joint 
Council! 

Such is the record of the “armed forces” which were supposedly 
planning to march on Washington and take over the government. 
Who does the prosecution expect to believe that story? Indeed, this 
accusation had already been dismissed as baseless in the 544 “Fink 
Suit,” when Judge Paul S. Carroll stated in his findings: “According 
to the Union’s position, these so-called ‘defense guards’ were organized 
‘to meet the threat of Silver Shirt leaders and other antilabor gang- 
sters’ and to defend armed raids against union halls. It was not shown 
that these men were ever armed or did other than general policing at 
their picnics and things of that sort.” 


The Real Facts in This Case 


Our review of the facts in this case has irrefutably established 
the following points. 

1. After Local 544 had voted te disaffiliate from the AFL and 
join the CIO, Roosevelt responded to Tobin’s piea for assistance by 
setting in metion the machinery of the Department of Justice which 
resulted in the raids and indictments. This intervention of the Federal 
authorities on behalf of one labor organization in its controversy with 
another constitutes a rank abuse of the legal functions of the Goy- 
ernment. 

2. The Socialist Workers Party does not conspire to everthrow 
the government by force and violence. Its object is to educate the 
majority of the people to accept the idea that a chance in the social 
system is necessary to solve their economic and socia! problems. 

3. There was no conspiracy whatsoever on the part of the de- 
fendants to overthrow the government by force and violence. The 
attempt to depict the Minneapolis Union Defense Guard as an armed 
band organized for this purpose is fantastic. 

4. The Government is violating the free-speech provisions of 
the Constitution by instituting this repressive criminal action against 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

5. Through this prosecution the Government is attempting to 
crush militant and independent unionism and to stifle the anti-war 
forces in the ranks of labor. 

Roosevelt seeks to imprison the leaders of the Socialist Workers 
Party because of their anti-war views, as Woodrow Wilson jailed 
Eugene V. Debs and other socialists for opposing the last war. Attor- 
ney General Biddle is today prosecuting the militant unionists of 
Local 544-C1O as Attorney General Palmer prosecuted the members 
of the L.W.W. 


“Witch Hunt! 


in Minnesota 


Read the new 24-page pamphlet just published 
by the Civil Rights Defense Committee, setting forth 
the true story behind this unprecedented Fedral 
peacustnns of Local 544-CIO and the Socialist Work- 
ers Party. : 


George Novack, national secretary of the Civil 
Rights Defense Committee, wrote the pamphlet 
“WITCH HUNT IN MINNESOTA.” The foreword 
is by James T. Farrell, national chairman of the 
Committed and author of “Studs Lonigan,” ete. 


—HOW DOES THE ADMINISTRATION 
FIGHT THE CIO? 


—HAS THE BILL OF RIGHTS BEEN 
ABOLISHED? 


—HOW DOES THE JUSTICE DEPART- 
MENT SERVE DANIEL J. TOBIN? 


—HAVE WORKERS THE RIGHT TO 
CHOOSE THEIR OWN UNION? 


—WHAT WAS THE UNION DEFENSE 


GUARD? 
—IS IT TREASONABLE TO OPPOSE THE 
WAR? 
‘ 4 
You’li find the anewer to these and many other 


questions - ie ce oe ae A” 
Copies of the pamphiet seil for each, or pamph- 
pamphlet today. 


for one dollar ($1). Send for your 
Order copies for your fri 


To INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER 
1328 Second St. N. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Dear Friends: 

I enclose (one dollar for twenty-five copies) (five 
cents for one copy) of the pamphlet “WITCH HUNT IN 
MINNSOTA,” published by the Civil Rights Defense Com- 
mittee. I want to get the background of the Minneapolis 


trial. You pay the postage. Mail immedietely to 
NAME esata cette 
ADDRESS . See 
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On Guard Against Frame-Up 


_A distinct possibility that the Roosevelt administra- 
tion may resort to “framed” evidence in the case against 
the 28 members of Local 544-CIO and the Socialist Work- 


ers Party was indicated last Wednesday in a press inter-| 


view given by Attorney General Francis Biddle. 


After informing reporters that he approved of wire- 
tapping even though he admitted it was “a dirty busi- 
ness,” Biddle turned his attention to the coming trial in 
Minneapolis. 

According to the N. Y. Times of the following day, 
Biddle stated that “Defendants in this case went armed, 
and signs were shown reading ‘Labor should be armed 
against the coming day.’ ” 

Biddle’s grotesque charge sounds like a parody of 
all the labor-hating slanders against militant workers that 
have ever been written. ’ 

“The coming day!” No workers’ organization talks 
like this, but the writers of musical comedies have for 
years depicted bearded and bomb-carrying conspirators 
drinking toasts to “the coming day.” 

Note that Biddle even puts quotation marks around 
the words, as though he were quoting from an actual 
slogan. 

WHERE IS BIDDLE QUOTING FROM? 

The slogan attributed to the defendants is a pure 
invention. The quotation marks are Biddle’s own. We 
deny that any of the defendants, anywhere, anytime, ever 
used a slogan that by the most fantastic reach of the 
imagination could be interpreted as resembling Biddle’s 
slogan. 

That Biddle and the government may be preparing 
the ground for a frame-up against the defendants is cer- 
tainly indicated by Biddle’s claim at his press conference. 

Having no evidence against the defendants, acting 
only as tools for Dictator Dan Tobin and Roosevelt, the 
government may weil seek to buttress its case by manu- 
factured evidence of just the sort mentioned by Biddle. 

On guard against manufactured evidence and at- 
tempts at frame-up. 


Just Four Months Too Late 


On the eve of June 9th, Dictator Tobin was already 
conferring by phone with Governor Stassen and Sam 
Levy, attorney for the Associated Industries, agreeing on 
the terms by which Tobin would sell out the Minneapolis 
drivers in return for the support of the Minnesota gover- 
nor and the bosses. One of the primary sections of the 
sellout had to do with compulsory arbitration. 

Even before Stassen and Blair had dared to issue 
their decision denying elections to the Minneapolis drivers, 
the state labor conciliator was already drawing up con- 
tracts for the AFL to sign. The key clause in these AFL 
contracts dealt with compulsory arbitration; everything— 
seniority, weeding out of the older men, wage violations, 
grievances on hours and overtime, charges for loss and 
damage, discharge—was thrown into the swamp of ar- 
bitration. Tobin's carpetbaggers agreed to the most mon- 
strous arbitration terms, of a nature which would guaran- 
tee that no grievance would ever be settled in the lifetime 
of the aggrieved worker. 

Hundreds of these Casey contracts were signed and 
forced down the throats of the men, before Casey himself 
fled town. 

A typical Tobin compulsory arbitration clause is that 
in the market contract, which permits “either party” (the 
bosses) to throw EVERYTHING into arbitration. And 
what arbitration! Should the union and the employer 
not agree, they seek a fifth person. If they can’t agree 
on the fifth member, then each party “shal! submit a list 
of names of twenty-five individuals to the calendar judge 
of the Hennepin County District Court, who shall designate 
from such list the fifth arbitrator out of such names which 
appear on both lists. In the event there are no two iden- 
tical names on such lists a further list of twenty-five names 
shall be submitted .. .” etc., etc. 

Not only does the union lose its right to take whatever 
course of action will best assure the enforcement of the 
contract, but the workers are GUARANTEED that their 
grievances will never be adjusted under the Tobin arbi- 
tration clause. 

Now, after hundreds of these phoney contracts have 
been foisted on the members, the Tobin carpetbaggers 
suddenly discover that compulsory arbitration is no good 
because “it would restrict its right to strike.” 

We are not fooling, that is exactly what Local “544”- 
AFL was quoted as saying in the October 14th Minneapo- 
lis Star-Journa!l. It seems a Stassen “fact-finding commis- 
sion” has recommended a compulsory arbitration clause 
in a proposed contract covering the package delivery men. 

After working hand-in-glove with the bosses and 
Stassen to tie up the Minneapolis drivers in compulsory 
arbitration, Tobin’s hopheads now make a great show of 
resisting compulsory arbitration. They’ve done their best 
to sell out the rest of the membership; now they put up a 
shadow of a fight against compulsory arbitration for the 
package delivery men. 

Even if these cynical swindlers permit the delivery 
drivers to escape compulsory arbitration, it will be mean- 
ingless; Tobin himself will insist that “544”-AFL arbi- 


trate EVERYTHING, just as he did in Pittsburgh last | 


month when he broke the drivers’ strike there. 
Under the Casey-Tobin contracts there will only be 
more and more grief for the Minneapolis drivers. Within 
the AFL. there is no hope for the men of preserving the 
pnion conditions on the job which have been built up at 
such sacrifice through the years. THE ONLY ROAD FOR 
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CIO Rallies to 


in Fight 


on AFL-OPM Plot 


On the 
National 
Picket Line 


The thousands of workers who 


vernment Reverse Shameful picked up their papers Tuesday to 
Demand Go ™ read that Alfred P. Biair, state 


labor conciliator, had resigned his 
post to accept a position as labor 


Monopoly 


" WASHINGTON—Rallying to the side of the United 
Constuction Workers Organizing Committee, other CIO 
affiliates throughout the nation are flooding Washington 


with wires demanding the government reverse its shame- 


ful decision in the Currier 


this week. 

Whether American workers are 
to be forced to accept government 
dictation on which union they may 
join, is the issue squarely posed 
here in the wake of the OPM’s 
refusal to award a defense hous- 
ing job to a low bidder who uses 
CIO labor in constructing the low- 
cost modern prefabricated houses. 


“The controversy, which has 
stirred Washington more than any 
other labor issue since the defense 
program began, was started when 
the Federal Workers Agency was 
ordered by OPM ‘not to award a 
300-unit housing contract to the 
J. P. Currier Lumber company, 
Detroit, although its bid was low- 
est by $431,000,” the CIO NEWS 
states. 

“The firm employs UCWOC 
members and this was the sole 
cause for the refusal of the award, 
OPM even going so far as to ad- 
mit the job would have gone to 
Currier if he had been non-union.” 


Is Forced Labor 


UCWOC Chairman A. D. Lewis 
charged in a statement here that 
the OPM policy, dictated by Sid- 
ney Hillman, “brings vividly to 
mind” the systems of “forced la- 
bor practiced by the Fascist-dom- 
inated nations of old Europe. 

“When the government says to 
aman that he must join a certain 
type of union, or none at all, it 
definitely marks the most back- 
ward step ever taken in the his- 
tory of labor relations in this na- 
tion. 

“Freedom of choice as guaran- 
teed by the Wagner Act and other 
pro-labor legislation for which la- 
bor has fought a half century 
struggle, is being discarded by the 
OPM. Here we have the spectacle 
of a set of bureaucrats, clothed 
with extra legal powers, under- 
taking to re-write the laws en- 
acted by Congress and to impose 
free American labor a new 
form of slavery. 

“Are American workers now to 
be subjects of a ‘Labor Front’ on 
the Hitler model?” 

John L. Lewis, CIO leader, has 
likewise wired stiff words of pro- 
test to Washington, protesting the 
granting of a monopoly to the 
AFL craft unions in the construc- 
tion industry. 


case, the CIO NEWS states 


while the defense housing project 
is delayed while Detroit workers 
suffer. 


Drivers in 
Toledo Are 
Joining CIO 


TOLEDO — The United Con- 
struction Workers is making prog- 
ress in organizing motor transport 
drivers here. Scores of AFL driv- 
ers have come to CIO headquar- 
ters to join up with the modern 
industria] union movement. 

In an attempt to stem the CIO 
tide, Tobin has concentrated his 
good squads in Toledo. Toledo is 
particularly important because 
two-thirds of Michigan’s motor 
transport is bottlenecked in To- 
ledo. The CIO is preparing to ne- 
gotiate contracts covering over- 
road drivers. 


Bruce Vincent 
Is Loyal 
To Unionism 


the 


Tobin’s sheet, “Minnesota 


Teamster,” published a rotten lie] 


last week when it told its readers 
that “We have a new member en 
our staff, Bruce Vincent, who will 
help organize the greenhouses.” 

All workers should know that 
Bruce Vincent, former business 
agent of Local 221, who came over 
to the CIO when the day laborer 
section of Local 221 voted to join 
the CIO, is loyal as ever to Local 
544-CI0. i 

Brother Bruce has nothing but 
contempt for the Tobin brand of 
unionism, and his devotion to hon- 
est industrial unionism could not 
be bought by all the dough in 
Tobin’s sock. 


relations director for the Gamble 
Robinson Company must 
been just as outraged as I was 
Even when we have had demon 


have 


strated to us time and again that 
certain types of trade union bu- 
reaucrats look to their own inter- 
ests first, and to those of the work- 
ers they represent, second, it is 
characteristic of workers to always 


hope that a man they must dea 
with is honest. 
* Py * 

Inherently, I say, we al- 
ways expect that our union 
representatives have their 
hearts and souls bound up in 
the movement. We who have 
been interested onlookers in 
both the recent battle put up 
by 544-CIO for its very life, 
and who have also watched 
that union grow from a tiny 
organization in 1933 to one 
of the largest, most dynamic 
trade unions in the entire 
country, have come to believe 
that trade union leaders of 
the character of the 544-CIO 
leaders are typical of the en- 
tire national trade union 
leadership. But apparently we 
were wrong, 

I remember once, in 1938, 
spending about four hours in 
the Kansas City Drivers head- 
quarters, I met most of the 
leaders of that city that after- 
noon, listered to many con- 
versations. As the afternoon 
grew on, I became more and 
more puzzled. Reme:nber, as 
a trade union writer, I had 
had occasion to spend many 
hours in the 544 headquar- 
ters. The atmosphere among 
the union officials in the Kan- 
sas City hall, the general 
trend of the conversation, all 
about fines imposed, back pay 
collected and then assessed, 
initiation fees collected, etc., 
made me wonder if T. T. Neal 
and his friends ever consid- 
ered any of the positive 
angles of trade unionism— 
the benefits for the workers, 
the increases in wages, etc.— 
if they ever rejoiced over 
winning a battle for back pay 
for a man who had been 
cheated out of his rights by 
a boss. 

* * £ 
During this same trip I spent 
some time with the leadership of 
the AFL Des Moines and Detroit 


When you build a prison, you| Drivers’ unions, I sensed the same 


had better build with the thought|J@ck in these men which I had 
ever in mind that you and your! Noticed in Kansas City. When I 
children may occupy the celts; —| returned to Minneapolis and again 


| workers, That’s why they were together in Seattle. 


The Truman Defense Investiga- 
tion Committee of the Senate is 
airing the whole affair. Mean- 


THE MINNEAPOLIS DRIVERS IS THROUGH LOCAL 
544-CIO. The court review November 29th in Ramsey 
County District Court of the Stassen-Blair ruling denying 
elections to the drivers is the first step in clearing the road 
for all drivers, helpers and warehousemen to re-establish 
their rights and their union, Local 544-CIO. 


port to the King of France. 


Tobin and Stassen Again 


“It is a very unusual proceeding to have the governor 
of any single state address an AFL convention. There must 
have been a reason for it. WE JUST WANTED TO SHOW 
OUR APPRECIATION OF HIS SUPPORT.” 

The words are Dictator Tobin’s. The governor re- 
ferred to is Slave-Act Stassen. The place is the annual 
AFL convention, in Seattle. 

By those words the head of the AFL Teamsters indi- 
cates more clearly than we could possibly do, the fact that 
Tobin is bribing Stassen for denying democratic elections 
to the Minneapolis drivers. 

Tobin’s first concern is with Mr. Daniel J. Tobin. 
He desires, at whatever price, to maintain his privileges 
and power as head of the teamsters. But his bureaucratic 
actions and reactionary views create an ever-growing re- 
volt against him among the drivers. 

To maintain himself, Tobin has to look for support, 
not to the workers, but to the employers and the boss| 
politicians. 

That is why Tobin leaned on the Minnesota governor, 
then paid him off in part by inviting Slave-Act Stassen 
to appear before the AFL convention. 

“The business interests of Minneapolis were endan- 
gered more than once” by the leadership of 544, Tobin 
told the assembled AFL delegates in Seattle. 

WHAT KIND OF A UNION LEADER IS IT WHO 
TRIES TO JUSTIFY HIS UNION-SMASHING BY THE 
ARGUMENT THAT THE UNION WAS ENDANGERING 
THE PROFITS OF THE BOSSES? 

Of course the real Local 544 “endangered” the bosses’ 
profits, that is, sought to divert those profits in the form 
of increased wages to the men who create the profits. 
This is one of the important aims of unionism, to win for 
the producers of wealth a greater share of what they 
produce. ; 

What's wrong with that? “Nothing at all. 
why we joined the union,” the worker will reply. 

“It’s terrible,” Tobin screams. “The employers must 
| have their profits at all costs. You must sacrifice. Don’t 
nim Don’t rock the boat. The employers’ interests come 
| first. 

Union officials like Tobin are rightly described as 
| Labor Lieutenants of Capitalism in the ranks of the work- 
|ers. The Tobins are employers’ agents, using their posts 
to prevent the workers from struggling to obtain better 
wages and conditions. Tobin has infinitely more in com-| 
mon with Slave-Act Stassen than Tobin has with the | 


That’s 


ELIZABETH FRY, in a prison re-| Went to the Drivers hall, it felt as 


though I had come home. But still 
I couldn’t put my finger on the 
difference. And then, it came to 
me. The membership of 544 (now 
CIO) were not just members of 
the union because they had to be 
in order to hold their jobs. Rank 
and file members, congregating in 
the halls to talk with one another, 
sounded more like seasoned trade 
unionists than any of the “lead- 
ers” I had met on my trip. Every 
worker knew the problems of the 
union in regard to his own job. 
Every work felt free to discuss 
those problems with any and all of 
the organizers. These men were 
unionists, not just members. And 
the leadership were unionists, too. 
Not just job-holders with an eye 
to the future. 
oe = * 

Then last winter Lloyd 
Haney, St. Pau! trade union- 
ist who had been appointed 
by Stassen as the first labor 
conciliator under the new- 
Stassen Labor Relations Law, 
resigned to take a post as 
labor relations director for 
the Spicer Mfg. Co. of Toledo, 
Ohio. [ knew something of 
Haney’s background as a 
trade unionist, more of his re- 
ord as conciliator, and his go- 
ing over to the bosses wasn’t 
too much of a surprise and 
disappointment. But it did 
make me think, as it must 
have every other Minnesota 
worker. Why? What price? 

* * * 

Then last summer, shortly after 
the Drivers Union had voted to 
secede from the AFL and go into 
the CIO, another man who had 
been publicized as a prominent, 
honest trade unionist also deserted 
the movement to take a position 
with the bosses, which would en- 
able him to use all of his knowl- 
edge of the movement AGAINST 
THE UNIONS HE HAD FOR- 
MERLY SERVED. Meyer Lewis, 
who came to Minneapolis as a per- 
sonal representative 
Green in 1935, left the AFL to 
take a post as labor relations direc- 
tor with a big firm on the West 
Coast. He used his position, his 
prestige, as a stepping stone right 
into big money. 

* J * 

Meyer Lewis’ betrayal 
made things a bit clearer for 
me. Most persons who have 
been interested in the drivers 
movement, and all of the driv- 
ers themselves, certainly, 
looked upon Lewis’ action as 
only a logical conclusion for 
the labor career of a man who 


of William! 


] 


| 


jin their predictions that 


the CIO. 


had come into town deliber- 
ately to try to break the Driv- 
ers Union during the fight in 
1935-36 when 574 was inde- 
pendent. 1 must confess that 
I was glad that at last he had 
exposed himself in his true 


colors. 
* 2 * 


When CI0-544 appealed to 
State Labor Conciliator Blair for 
elections to determine whether] 
the drivers of this city would 
be represented by the AFL or the 
CiO, I sighed with relief. Having 
been more or less a close ob- 
server of the entire history of the 
Drivers movement here, I couldn't 
see how Blair, even though a for- 
mer AFL official, could possibly 
deny to the drivers one of the 
basie rights granted them under 


|the very law he was administering. 


A man who is placed in a judicial 
position must, it seemed to me, at 
least make a pretense at being 
impartial, 

* * 

There is no need to go into 
the day by day events of that 
farce of a hearing during 
which the CIO Drivers, hun- 
dreds of them, testified as to 
the brutal, gangster methods 
used by T. T. Neal and his 
goon squads. In fact, I per- 
sonally saw a few of the phys- 
ical results of visits of those 
goons to truck docks. I talked 
to hundreds of drivers whose 
only plea was “Let us vote 
and we will show them that 
we want the CIO.” 

® ” * 


Blair’s decision to deny elec- 
tions shocked me, as it must have 
shocked the senses of every work- 
ing man and woman in the coun- 


Se ee het 


Coast firm” with which Blair 
was now affiliated was none 
other than our own labor- 
hating Gamble-Rob — weil, I 
began to ask myself these 
questions: 


Is this the price which 
the AFL and Stassen 
agreed to pay in order to 
finish the murder and 
rape now being commit- 
ted against trade union 
demecracy in Minneapo- 
lis? 

Was this the price for 
which Blair was holding 


out when he delayed so 


long his decision an- 
nouncement? 
® * . 


And those questions brought to 


mind some others. 


* a * 


What makes the difference 
between such men as T. T. 
Neal, Red O’Laughlin, Casey, 
Biair, Haney, Meyer Lewis, 
and their ilk, on the one hand, 
and men like V. R. Dunne, 
and the other 544-CiO lead. 
ers, on the other? 

Why, on the one hand, 
do men of the Biair-Neal type 
seek only to keep down mili- 
tancy, stifle trade unions with 
receiverships, sweetheart con- 
tracts, etc? In crystal clear 
contrast, why do men such as 
the leadership of CIO-544 gac- 


rifice everything, home life, 
economic 
advancement, work day and 
night, 
any salary at all, in order to 


security, financial 


many times 


without 


try. How could such a flagrantly |} 


{unfair decision have been rendered 
| by a man in his position? We who|f 
read the Organizer might have|] 


one time or another thought that 
the editors were going a bit strong 
Blair 
would deny the election petitions. 
We may have even questioned that 
some of the charges were a bit far- 
fetched. But not after Blair de- 
cided, arbitrarily, that the AFL 
Teamsters International Union 
would be the sole bargaining agen- 
cy for 5,000 drivers—almost all of 
whom we knew wanted to go into 


* et * 


And then Tuesday morning 
when | read of Blair’s resig- 
nation to “take a post with a 
large West Coast firm,” I was 
outraged. When the St. Paul 
Despatch came out Wednes- 
day morning with the an- 
nouncement that the “West 
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Motor Transport and Allied We 
Industrial Union Local 544-C 


OCTOBER MEETING SCHEDULE 


Wednesday, October 1—Sausage; Pe- 


troleum 


Thursday, October 2— Greenhouse; 
Independent Truck Owners 


Friday, Ocotber 3—Job Stewards 


Monday, October 13—General Mem- 
bership 


Tuesday, October 14—Lumber 


October 8 — Market; 
Wholesale Liquor 


Friday, October 10—Wholesale Gro- 
cery. 


Follow the Tri 


Thursday, Octo} 


advance the liyj 
standard of the 


* * 


I have come to g 
sion, and I believe 
only answer. The 
cy, as exemplified 
Haney, are part of ¢ 
ment not because ¢ 
the workers’ move 
cause they see in 
working class em 
ONLY BECAUS 
THE MOVEMENT 
ADVANCE THEIR 
WELFARE. 


* * 


And those <« 
leaders who next 
go on trial for “ 
cause they dared 
only their union 
anti-war convicti 
MEN BELIEVE | 
WORKERS. 
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Thursday, October 23— 
Warehouse: Wholesale 


Friday, October 
and Produce 


Drivers—2nd 
th, Day Le 


Warehousemen—-2nd T 
ber 14th, Stewards, 
October 27 


Ice 
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Through The Industrial Organi 


You have learned that in the many labor tri 
held in Minneapolis, the daily papers distort and s 
press the workers’ side of the case. This was so in 
Strutwear Strike Trials, the Local 544 Fink Suit, 
WPA Strike Trials, the hearings before Blair, etc. 


Only the workers’ own paper tells the TRU 
about the case and about what goes on in the co 
room. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO THE INDUSTRIE 
ORGANIZER, THE OFFICIAL PAPER OF LOCA 
544-CIO. Get the defendants’ own stories, week by 
week. Read the facts, so that you can discuss the 
intelligently with your friends and fellow workers. 


SPECIAL SUB DRIVE 


During the federal trial of the 28, THE INDUS goa" 
TRIAL ORGANIZER is making a special drive for Hanh 
subscriptions. We offer you a six months’ subscriptic * 
eo he 544-CIO’s famous paper for only one dollar Hae 


Fill out the subscription blank below, right now. 
Put it in an envelope, enclose a dollar bill, and mail t 
THE INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER, 1328 Second 
N., Minneapois, Minnesota. Ask your friends to sut 
scribe. Tell them they will see what a real union paper 


. 


My Name Is 
My Address Is 


cant 


18. 

5 Soe a eo ie se ss ie sss et hs es een me aie _- = 

| To INDUSTRIAL ORGANI - ies 

| 1328 Second St. N. as % 

| Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dear Brothers: Bw 

| I want to get the truth about the tri | 

“ +a: 1 

| women for “seditious conspiracy.” |} “eat wade ian the | wah | 

“ the boss press, and I want to read the defendants’ own story im » 
7 the columns of THE INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZER. hom 

.,. enclose one buck ($1) for a six mon ’ speci ipth H 
| I will ask my friends to subscribe rare 80 ae will wh the ti 
—_ aren ari a oe it is to support the 28 defendant# \ aig 
o are ay t t-ti ‘ 

! at cone Bw ia ine fighters in the cause of civil ' 

{ 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| 
i 
sciatica Sia OS j 


~~ 


